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Training 
Goals

Content Objective

Pa rt i c ip a nts wil l explore components for providing
K-12 instruction commensurate t o English language
learners' linguistic needs in the Math classroom.

Language Objective

Pa rt i c ip a nts wil l discuss the implementation of
the English Language Proficiency Standards based on
the linguistic needs of their K-12 English language 
learners in the Math classroom.



What are the 
ELPS?

 What are the ELPS?

https://youtu.be/VafI5-Dwc4E

by Karen Lewis, 2017

https://youtu.be/VafI5-Dwc4E


Why the ELPS?

 ELs benefit from content-area instruction that is 
accommodated to their need for comprehensible input 
(Krashen, 1983; Echevarria, Vogt, and Short, 2008).

 ELs benefit from academic language instruction integrated 
into content-area instruction (Crandall, 1987; Snow et. al. 1989).

 ELs benefit from programs that hold high expectations for 
students for academic success (Collier, 1992; Lucas et. al. 1990; 
Samway & McKeon 2007). 

 Language proficiency standards provide a common framework 
for integrating language and content instruction for English 
Learners (Short, 2000).



Curriculum for 
ELs must be…

Communicated

Sequenced

Scaffolded



Second-Langauge
Acquisition 
Instruction 
must be…

Focused

Targeted

Systematic



Texas Gateway
Resource

www.texasgateway.org

Log In

Search: ELPS Math

Find: Implementing the ELPS 

in Mathematics

http://www.texasgateway.org/


ELPS Academy
Resource



The Iceberg 
Model 
(Cummins 1981)

Conversational LanguageCognitive Processes
Knowledge
Comprehension

CALP
Cognitive Processes
Application
Analysis
Synthesis
Evaluation

Academic Language

BICS





What is being 
done in my 
campus to 

address ELLs 
needs?

done in my campus to address ELLs needs?

Strategy:  Consensus Place Mat



Listening



I have some exciting news for you today. We are going to 
be going on a field trip next week. On Thursday after the 
announcements, we will load the buses and be gone the 
entire day. In order to be permitted to go, you must have 
your parents read and sign this permission slip. If your 
parents would like to chaperone, there is a place on the 
form for them to volunteer. Please put this in your 
backpack to take home tonight. Remember, you have to 
bring it back signed or you will not be able to go with us.

What Might a Beginning Listener 
Understand?

Text in bold, red print represents text that might be understood.

Nonacademic Listening Sample 



… today. We are going … 

Thursday … buses … day … go … 

parents … parents … like … 

Please … backpack … home … go

…

In Other Words



I have some exciting news for you today. We are
going to be going on a field trip next week. On 
Thursday after the announcements, we will load the
buses and be gone the entire day. In order to be 
permitted to go, you must have your parents read 
and sign this permission slip. If your parents would
like to chaperone, there is a place on the form for 
them to volunteer. Please put this in your 
backpack to take home tonight. Remember, you 
have to bring it back signed or you will not be able
to go with us.

What Might an Intermediate Listener 
Understand?



I have some exciting news for you today. We 
are going to be going on a field trip next 
week. On Thursday after the announcements, 
we will load the buses and be gone the entire 
day. In order to be permitted to go, you must
have your parents read and sign this 
permission slip. If your parents would like to 
chaperone, there is a place on the form for 
them to volunteer. Please put this in your 
backpack to take home tonight. Remember,
you have to bring it back signed or you will 
not be able to go with us.

What Might an Advanced Listener 
Understand?



I have some exciting news for you today. We 
are going to be going on a field trip next 
week. On Thursday after the announcements, 
we will load the buses and be gone the entire 
day. In order to be permitted to go, you must 
have your parents read and sign this 
permission slip. If your parents would like to
chaperone, there is a place on the form for 
them to volunteer. Please put this in your 
backpack to take home tonight. Remember, 
you have to bring it back signed or you will 
not be able to go with us.

What Might an Advanced High Listener 
Understand?



Why the ELPS?

1. Attain English proficiency

2. Develop academic language

3. Meet the same challenging 
academic content and academic 
standards that all students are 
expected to meet



ELPS Linguistic Instructional
Alignment GuideAllows teachers to see connections
between

• English Language Proficiency Standards
(ELPS)

• ELPS-TELPASProficiency Level
Descriptors (PLDs)

• Linguistic Accommodations/Teacher 
Behaviors

• College Career Readiness Standards
(CCRS)

ELPS Linguistic
Instructional
Alignment

Guide





Curriculum
Requirements
Chapter 74.4.
(a) (6)

The English language proficiency levels of
beginning, intermediate, advanced, and
advanced high are not grade-specific. ELLs
may exhibit different proficiency levels within
the language domains of listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. The proficiency level
descriptors outlined in subsection (d) of this
section show the progression of second
language acquisition from one proficiency
level to the next and serve as a road map to
help content area teachers instruct ELLs
commensurate with students‘ linguistic needs.



ELPS-TELPAS Proficiency Level
Descriptors• The PLDs describe how well

ELLs at each proficiency level are
able to understand and use
English to engage in grade-
appropriate academic instruction.
There are separate PLDs for
listening, speaking, reading, and
writing.

ELPS -TELPAS
Proficiency
Level
Descriptors
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Sentence Stems

This technique gives students the 
opportunity to respond in the form of a 
complete sentence to effectively 
communicate. Sentence stems provide 
scaffolding to help students get started in 
speaking or writing without the added 
pressure of thinking about how to correctly 
formulate a response.



How to use 
Sentence Stems

 1. Create: Create a list of sentence stems that are 
appropriate to the discussion or task you are 
setting the students. Be sure to provide stems that 
use academic language or sentence structure that 
is difficult for the students.

 2. Model: Review stems with students and 
provide some examples of how to complete the 
sentence stems.

 3. Practice: Pose questions or a set a writing task 
for students. In pairs or independently, have 
students use sentence stems to respond.

 4. Review: Ask students to share their sentences. 
Add any clarification where needed.



When to use 
Sentence Stems

 Use Sentence Stems at any point in the lesson to 
structure meaningful conversation.

• Before introducing new material to tap into prior 
knowledge (Example stems: I understand that ….; I 
already know that…)

• When trying to work through a problem. (Examples: 
It would be easier if….; First, I…)

• After reading a short text to begin a discussion 
(Examples: The main points were….; I read that…)

• Responding to a peer discussion (Examples: My 
partner pointed out ….; I agree because…)

• When re-enforcing the use of academic language 
(Example: The text structure is ….; I use the 
denominator of …)



Classroom
Language

Dr. Kate Kinsela



Classroom
Language

Dr. Kate Kinsela



English Language 
Development and 

Content 
Instruction

When planning for English Language Development in the 
content areas teachers need to include the following 
components as illustrated on quadrant below:





• Sentence Stems
• Language Objective
• Graffiti Write
• BICS
• CALP 
• Alphabet Brainstorm
• Think-Write-Pair-

Share 
• Visuals
• Numbered Heads

• Free
• Affective Filter
• PLDs
• ELPS
• Comprehensible 

Input
• TELPAS
• Transition Words
• Gallery Walk
• Sheltered 

Instruction



Math Resources

 www.mentimeter.com

 www.gfletchy.com – 3 Act Tasks

 www.stevewyborney.com – Splat

 www.bstockus.wordpress.com – Numberless word 
problems

 www.mathcoachscorner.com

 www.texasgateway.com – Interactive Math Glossary

 www.leadforward.com

http://www.mentimeter.com/
http://www.gfletchy.com/
http://www.stevewyborney.com/
http://www.bstockus.wordpress.com/
http://www.mathcoachscorner.com/
http://www.texasgateway.com/
http://www.leadforward.com/


3 Act Tasks

www.gfletchy.com – 3 Act Tasks

Bright Idea

Recording sheets

K-2/3-5

http://www.gfletchy.com/


3 Act Tasks
Bright Idea

 Bright Idea Act 1

 Complete the Question/Estimate/Reflection page

 Bright Idea Act 2

 Work the solution to the Main Question.

 Bright Idea Act 3

 Student Work Analysis & Rank from Least to Greatest 
Sophistication 



Make Learning 
Attainable

What helps ELs, helps all learners.

Use Best Practices.

Make learning Student Centered.

Make learning FUN!
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